Principal’s Newsletter
Friday 12th September 2014

Dear Parents and Carers,
Welcome back to the new school year! I hope that you have had a fantastic summer and are looking forward
to the year ahead. It has been great to see the Year 8 and 9 students after the break and to welcome our
new Year 7 cohort. We have adapted very smoothly to 540 students in the dining hall at lunch times and a
new layout of departments and classrooms.
In addition, we welcome 35 new members of staff to Isaac Newton Academy this term! The first week of
September was spent in intense training and induction, ensuring that everyone is clear about our policies
and procedures and fully prepared for the term.
On Monday 15th September the new primary children arrive. We have 90 Reception students joining us,
divided into 3 classes: Curie, Maxwell and Newton. The new primary building is coming along well but will
not be handed over until towards the end of the term. The Primary staff and students will therefore be
based on the top floor of the secondary building for this term.
I should like to remind all parents and carers that, with 630 children (including 4 year olds) and 100 staff
arriving to school, many walking down the narrow Cricklefield Place side road, it is too dangerous for you to
drive down to the entrance of the school to drop off your children. We respectfully request that, if you need
to drive your child to school, you stop in one of the surrounding side roads and your child walks from there.
We have extended the opening times for the Southern Access this year to encourage more secondary
students to use this route: it will be open from 8am – 8.25am, 4pm – 4.25pm (3pm – 3.25pm on Tuesdays)
and again after enrichments on Mondays, Wednesday, Thursdays and Fridays from 5.10- 5.25pm.
And talking of enrichment, you will have seen that the autumn 2014 offer is bigger and better than ever.
Today your son/daughter will have been informed of the clubs that he/she has been assigned to. Enrichment
classes commence on Monday 15th September.
With best wishes for a great term.
Rachel Macfarlane
Principal

A request from the Primary Teaching Team
To help us provide a stimulating environment for the reception learning to take place, we would appreciate
it if you could send the following things into class (if you have them):
•
Any junk modeling materials (please no toilet rolls, glass, tin cans or medicine packets)
•
Any old or grown out of fancy dress, cultural clothes/ old adult clothes suitable for dressing up.
•
Any unwanted clothes or items relating to different cultures e.g. patterned materials, musical
instruments
•
Any old or unwanted toys or books which are in good condition
•
Any spare magazines, newspapers or catalogues that are no longer needed.
Thank you!
Dear Parents/Carers
This academic year, all Year 7, 8 & 9 students will have PSHE lessons as part of the curriculum.
Later in the year these sessions will include some Sex and Relationships Education (SRE). The topics covered
in Year 7 will be:
•

Bullying and peer pressure

•

How to stay safe online

•

Puberty, self-esteem and personal hygiene.

The topics covered in Year 8 will be:
•

Body image/eating disorders

•

Sexting and sexual harassment

•

Early sexualised behaviour.

The topics covered in Year 9 will be:


Recognising the need for commitment, love and trust in meaningful relationships which may
manifest themselves in a variety of forms including marriage

•

The importance of respecting difference in relation to gender and sexuality

•

The implications of early sexualised activity

•

Contraception and Sexually-Transmitted Infections.

At Isaac Newton Academy SRE is designed to support and complement the role of parents/carers who have
the prime responsibility for their child’s Sex and Relationship Education. Although we expect that all
students will participate, parents/carers have the right to withdraw their children from part or all of Sex and
Relationships Education provided outside of the science curriculum. Parents wishing to withdraw their child
should make an appointment to see the Principal. If, following the meeting, you still wish to withdraw your
child, your request should be put in writing, stating which part(s) of the programme that you wish to
withdraw you child from.
Roxana Stylianou
Year 7 Pastoral Leader

Summer School at Phillips Exeter Academy, USA
Phillips Exeter Academy was an excellent opportunity which has allowed us all to enhance our academic
skills and acquire new friends. But most importantly of all, it has taught us to adapt into a new university-like
environment and how to make the most of it. We were given many opportunities and it was down to us to
make the most of them. Risk-taking and independence were a vital part of Exeter. This entire opportunity
has taught us all what it is like to be Harkness Champions as well as independent students.
In our lessons at P.E.A.S.S we were taught using the Harkness method which means that the students take
over their own learning, rather than the teacher giving all the information.

‘I was part of the CSI cluster. In my Forensic Science class we would read text and then discuss in class. Some
people would ask questions and the discussion would carry on. The purpose of learning using the Harkness
method is that it gives students an opportunity to learn from each other so that you can think for yourself. I
think that it is a really good way of learning because we are taught to do our own research, and only we can
determine how much we learn.’
Rawdah

‘The cluster that I was in was the Creative Arts. The classes in this cluster were Creative Writing, Theatre,
and Pottery. In each of these lessons Harkness was incorporated. For example in Creative Writing we had to
read a chapter of the book we were reading beforehand and annotate and highlight bits we found
interesting or wanted to talk about in class. Then in class we had to lead the Harkness discussion by
ourselves about the book. Using this method, we got to control where the discussion went and what we
talked about and it made in more fun because it was just like a regular discussion.’
Simran
At Philips Exeter academy there was a large range of sports to choose from. Some we had never tried
before. There was football, squash, swimming, volleyball, lacrosse, ultimate frisbee, basketball, dance, yoga,
tennis and much more to choose from. Sports ran from 4 to 5pm on Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and Friday.
It was so much fun learning a new sport and having new experiences. The sports centre is amazing - it’s so
big! There’s 16 tennis courts,2 soccer pitches, I football and lacrosse field,1 swimming pool, 2 baseball fields
and also squash courts. Playing sports was one way of getting to know people. There were people from all
over the world each with a different culture, story and background.
We would like to thank Ms Macfarlane and Mr Griffin for the great opportunity, and we look forward to
sharing our experiences with all staff and students.
The INA Harkness Champions

Y7 Independent Learning Timetable

Y8 Independent Learning Timetable

Y9 Independent Learning Timetable

Please note: History, Geography and RE are set 3 times over a fortnight.
Please can I ask that parents/carers look through the Independent Learning (IL) timetable for this year. Students
should expect to have 1-1.5 hours of IL a day. In addition we would expect students to read every day for at least 20
minutes and practise their musical instrument for at least 15 minutes 3 times a week.
Students will be issued with a 1 hour same day IL detention should IL not be handed in or completed to a satisfactory
standard.
I would like to highlight that the library is available for students to complete their IL daily until 6pm and students are
welcome to use this facility along with the music rooms and ICT facilities to support them in completing the IL.
Ms Alibhai-Watson
Assistant Principal

Independent Learning Support
Daily after school from 4.15pm to 6pm the students of INA have the opportunity to come to the library and
join our fantastic IL support club!
All years are welcome to read, study, organise and reflect on learning.
Time can be used diversely by students; many find it supportive to come to the library to benefit from our
excellent library resources.
We hope that you will agree that it is vitally important that IL is made a priority to assist your child’s learning.
This is a great opportunity for the students to stay on site at the end of the school day to complete their
independent learning in a quiet, comfortable and supportive environment.
Keep calm and do your IL!
Ms Hussain

Attendance
Regular attendance is a crucial factor in students’ educational development and ability to achieve their full
potential.
At Isaac Newton Academy every student is set the target of 100% attendance.
We would like to thank parents for their support in ensuring that their child attends every day, and we are
happy to share the great news that Isaac Newton Academy had the best attendance record in the ARK
network last academic year (97.2%).
It would be great to continue this fantastic record going forwards with an extra secondary year group and
our reception pupils, and we thank you in advance for your continued support as parents/carers.
Leanne Abbott-Jones
Year 9 Pastoral Leader

A huge well done to the following students for achieving their Bronze attendance
certificate for completing 2 school years with 100% attendance.

Shaye Alexander

Reuben Harris

Gary Preston

Jasleen Puaar

Elvinas Mikulin

Abhay Prabhakar

Neha Rajput

Daanyaal Ali

Diljan Bopari

Reece Claire

The Mathematics department would like to encourage all students to enter next week’s Mathematician of
the Moment competition. Have a look at the problem below.
Answers to be written on a Maths postcard to be placed in the Maths post box no later than 4.10pm on
Wednesday 24th September. Good luck and may the best form win!!

Praise and Recognition
At INA, we aim to provide a stimulating, challenging and rewarding learning environment which supports
learning, celebrates achievement and encourages everyone. Awarding merits, the student portfolios,
informal praise in class and the end of term awards assemblies are all part of this. Please speak to your
child/children on a regular basis to see how many merits they have and how they are working towards the
different awards on offer.

Merits
Students can receive merits for achievement, progress, contribution, or any of the BRIDGES dispositions. If
students have achieved 25 merits by the end of the term, they get a bronze certificate; 50 merits leads to a
silver certificate; 100 merits brings home the gold. We’ve also created the Platinum Award for anyone that
achieves over 125 merits. The form group with the most merits in each year group also wins the coveted
merit shield. As of next week, totals will appear on this table below. The question is – will your form group
be at the top?
Year 7

Year 8

Year 9

Students, don’t forget to check out the Praise and Recognition notice board and the digital screens to see if
you are mentioned as one of the merit stars of that week and to see what certificates are up for grabs at the
end of each term!
Jennifer Byrne, Year 8 Pastoral Leader, i/c Praise and Recognition

Lunch Menu Week 1

Lunch Menu Week 2

Lunch Menu Week 3

INA Headscarves
These are now in stock and available from the main school office, priced at £6.80.
Helen Chamberlain,
Finance & Resources Director

BRIDGES: How we build learning
power and develop character at
Isaac Newton Academy
“We build too many walls and not enough bridges.” Isaac
Newton
The BRIDGES programme commences on Monday 15th September. BRIDGES are
habits of mind or learning characteristics that develop a student's character and
learning power and enable him/her to grow into a well-rounded individual and
resilient learner.
On a two weekly cycle throughout the year, Year 7 and 8 students are introduced
to one or two new habits of mind or learning characteristics that will permeate
throughout the curriculum. This will take place through a range of interactive
activities. In addition, the students will experience BRIDGES learning objectives in
each and every lesson throughout Isaac Newton Academy. Year 9 BRIDGES
lessons will focus on strengthening certain BRIDGES learning characteristics
through exploration of PHSE topics and themes.
Each fortnight you will find top tips in the newsletter of ways of supporting your
child to develop the BRIDGES habits of mind and learning characteristics within
the home. Further details can be found in the BRIDGES section of website. Please
also refer to the BRIDGES wheel at the end of the newsletter.
Jo Spencer, Vice Principal

The BRIDGES focus for the fortnight Monday 15th September – Friday 26th September is

Empathy and Listening

Mahatma Gandhi became famous by fighting for the civil rights of Muslim and Hindu Indians in South Africa
and in India on his return. He practised non-violent protest like the 250 mile Dandi Salt March in 1930.
Gandhi was the son of a senior government official and trained as a lawyer in London yet he was empathetic
to the plight of others organising peasants to protest against excessive land-taxes in India.
Tony Parker was a ground-breaking writer and oral historian - the master of the tape-recorded interview.
Whether talking to convicted murderers, the homeless, impotent men or unmarried mothers, his enigmatic
quiet empathy meant that people opened up to him with immense honesty and trust. He was the Great
Listener.
Empathy
Being able to put yourself in somebody else’s shoes.
Behaviours
Considering other people’s points of view, thinking about others, understanding other people’s situation.
Listening
Engaging with what you hear and making links with other experiences and knowledge.
Behaviours
Paying attention, understanding what has been said and what is expected of you, actively making
connections with other experiences and knowledge, responding in a positive way, being able to support
others, being able to lead others, being able to recite the instructions to a task.
Top tips
Discuss with your friends and family the complexities of their day.
Read a news story and write down the view point of the people involved.
Listen to the news on the radio.
Listen to an audio book.
Ensure you know the correct meaning of the words you use to avoid causing offense.
Jo Spencer, Vice Principal

KEY DATES for 2014-15

Autumn Term
Friday 12th September
Monday 15th September
Wednesday 24th September
Friday 26th September
Monday 29th September
Tuesday 30th September
Wednesday 1st October
Thursday 2nd October
Monday 6th October
Tuesday 7th October
Wednesday 8th October
Thursday 8th October
Tuesday 14th October
Wednesday 22nd October
Friday 24th October

Reception ‘Meet The Teacher’ Morning
Reception Students start
Year 7 Maths Relay
Author Christopher Edge visiting INA to meet Year 7s
European Languages Day
Open Evening for Year 6s and their parents
School finishes at 3pm for secondary students
School starts at 9.25am for secondary students
Start of Black History Month
National Poetry Day
Open Morning for Year 6 students’ parents
Open Morning for Year 6 students’ parents
Open Morning for Year 6 students’ parents
Open Morning for Year 6 students’ parents
HPV vaccines
Settling In Evening for Parents/Carers of Year 7s
Year 9 trip to Ypres

Half Term: Monday 27 – Friday 31st October 2014
Monday 3rd November
Tuesday 4th November
Monday 10th November
Wednesday 12th November
Tuesday 25th November
Tuesday 2nd December
Wednesday 3rd December
Tuesday 9th December
Wednesday 10th December
Friday 12th December
Thursday 18th December
Friday 19th December

Staff Training Day (school closed to all students)
Secondary Staff Training Day (school closed to secondary
students)
Shakespeare Schools Festival
Year 8 English Trip to British Library
Information Evening for parents of prospective Reception children
Shaking Up Shakespeare performance for Year 9s
Year 9 Options Evening
Information Event for parents of prospective Reception children
Community Party for OAPs
Progress Evening for parents of Reception students
Christmas Lunch
Primary Christmas Play/Concert (during day)
School Concert (evening)
Secondary Awards Assemblies & End of Term. Secondary students
finish at 1.20pm.

Spring Term
Monday 5th January
Tuesday 6th January
Wednesday 7th January
Wednesday 14th January
Tuesday 27th January
Thursday 29th January
Monday 2nd February
Wednesday 4th February
Wednesday 11th February
Friday 11th February

Staff Training Day (school closed to all students)
Staff Training Day (school closed to all students)
Information Evening for parents of prospective Reception children
BRIDGES mentoring for secondary students – pm
Holocaust Memorial Day
ARK Table Tennis Championships
ARK Spelling Bee
Year 9 Progress Meetings (during the day)
Secondary Music Recital
ARK Training Day (school closed to all students)

Half Term: Monday 16 – Friday 20 February 2015
Thursday 26th February
Thursday 5th March
Friday 6th February
Thursday 12th February
Friday 13th February
Thursday 19th March
Wednesday 25th March
Thursday 26th March
Tuesday 31st March
Thursday 2nd April

Year 8 Progress Meetings (during the day)
Secondary Big Band competition
World Book Day
Year 9 Science Live Trip
Year 9 Trip to Othello at the Globe
ARK Mega Maths Wrangle
BBC School Report
Performing Arts Spring Spectacular
ARK Debating Championships
Year 7 Progress Meetings (during the day)
Progress Evening for parents of Reception students
Secondary Awards Assemblies & End of Term. Secondary students
finish at 1.20pm.

Summer Term
Monday 20th April - Tuesday 21st July
Half Term: Monday 25 – Friday 29 May 2015
Staff Training Days: Friday 26th June, & Friday 3rd July

