Principal’s Newsletter
Friday 26th September 2014
Dear Parents and Carers,
This week the Year 7s took part in their first Maths Relay, with each form group competing again the others.
A full report and the results will follow in next week’s newsletter.
Today we welcomed Christopher Edge, the author of Twelve Minutes To Midnight, to INA. He delivered a
fantastic assembly and then led a series of writing workshop for students.
We have also been celebrating European Languages Day with a themed lunch and form groups decorating
their rooms in the colours of their allocated nations.
A reminder that on Monday we host our annual Open Evening for Year 6 children and their parents. As many
of our secondary students are involved as tour guides or helpers, school will end at 3pm that day and all
enrichments and library support are cancelled. Primary school times are unaffected. School will resume at
9.25am the next day for secondary students (8.45am for primary).
With best wishes,
Rachel Macfarlane
Principal
Year 7 Settling In Evening
Our Settling In Evening for parents/carers of Year 7 students will take place on Wednesday 22nd October
2014 from 6.00pm to 7.30pm. It is important that every Year 7 student is represented by his/her
parents/carers.
The Settling In Evening is an opportunity to learn more about key policies, such as Behaviour for Learning,
Independent Learning and Pastoral Care, and how we measure and track attainment and progress at INA.
We will also explain a little more about the BRIDGES lessons at INA. We will offer advice on how you can
most effectively support your child with Independent Learning and reading.
Following the presentations, there will be an opportunity to meet other parents/carers and the senior
leadership team in the dining room and to visit our school library.
We look forward to seeing the parents of every Year 7 student at this key transition event.
Jo Spencer, Vice Principal

Roxana Stylianou, Year 7 Pastoral Leader

Parental Groups at INA
On Wednesday 1st October at 18:15 we will be hosting the first Friends of INA meeting of the year. It will be
a chance for you get involved with the wider life of the school within the community, meet other parents
and help fundraise for the school.
All parents, from both the Primary and Secondary phases, are most welcome to attend.
If you would like to attend, please could you email/call reception by Tuesday 30th September to give us an
indication of numbers attending.
We look forward to seeing you then!
Sugra Alibhai-Watson
Assistant Principal

A request from the ADT department

The ADT Department would like your help to furnish the classrooms with a variety of objects which the
students will use to draw and paint during their art lessons and enrichment activities. We are looking for
donations of objects and clothing that you may no longer need. We are happy to take whatever you can
spare.
What we would like:
Vases / bottles / jars
Masks
Musical instruments
Materials / fabrics /clothes
Artificial bones/ skulls/Cutlery
Reflective/shiny/metal objects
Textured objects e.g. wood / bark
Carvings
Masks
Basketware
Jewellery
Artificial flowers
Fossils
Taxidermy
Seed pods/ potpourri
Clocks
Mechanical objects
Please hand any donations you have to the main KS3 reception. Many thanks in advance for your support!
Patrice Carragher,
Head of ADT.

Regular attendance is a crucial factor in students’ educational development and ability to achieve their full
potential.
At Isaac Newton Academy every student is set the target of 100% attendance.
Well done to 7A, 7T, 9T and 9W for meeting the 100% attendance target last week.
The form with the highest attendance at the end of every term is awarded the attendance trophy. It is
always a very close competition, right up until the day of the awards assembly.
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7A

100%

8N

99.5%

7T

100%

8C

99.1%

8E

97.8%

7I

99.1%

7N

97.4%

8W

97.4%

7E

96.5%

8A

97.3%

7S

96.4%

8I

95.7%

7C

96.4%

8T

95.5%

7W

95.9%

8S

94.8%

Year groups

Leanne Abbott-Jones
Year 9 Pastoral Leader
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On Friday 26th September INA celebrated European Languages Day by decorating form rooms in national
colours.
It was a wonderful way of expressing our cultural awareness as a community and I would personally like to
thank everyone for their hard work, creativity and involvement throughout the course of the day.
I would especially like to thank Mr Kelly and his team for a fantastically European lunch menu. Students also
entered Language Competitions and the winners of these, along with the winners of the best decorated
form room will be announced in next week’s newsletter.
Thank you all for entering into the spirit of the day and I very much look forward to next year’s celebrations.

Mary Davies, Head of Languages

Praise and Recognition
At INA, we aim to provide a stimulating, challenging and rewarding learning environment which supports
learning, celebrates achievement and encourages everyone. Awarding merits, the student portfolios,
informal praise in class and the end of term awards assemblies are all part of this. Please speak to your
child/children on a regular basis to see how many merits they have and how they are working towards the
different awards on offer.

Merits
Students can receive merits for achievement, progress, contribution, or any of the BRIDGES dispositions. If
students have achieved 25 merits by the end of the term, they get a bronze certificate; 50 merits leads to a
silver certificate; 100 merits brings home the gold. We’ve also created the Platinum Award for anyone that
achieves over 125 merits.

The second week’s totals are in! Congratulations to everyone in E across the three year groups as have
overtaken W with 120 merits in total. Second place is currently held by W with 110 merits.

Year 7

Year 8

Year 9

T

37

T

47

W

54

E

36

N

39

E

44

W

24

E

35

N

40

C

24

W

32

A

26

S

21

A

22

T

18

N

15

S

17

C

5

I

14

I

15

I

2

A

12

C

9

S

2

Don’t forget to check out the Praise and Recognition notice board and the digital screens to see if you are
mentioned as one of the merit stars of that week and to see what certificates are up for grabs at the end of
each term!
Jennifer Byrne
Year 8 Pastoral Leader, i/c Praise and Recognition

Well done to the following students who are this week’s Mathematicians of the Moment.

The Mathematics department would like to encourage all students to enter next week’s Mathematician of
the Moment competition. Have a look at the problem below.
Answers to be written on a Maths postcard to be placed in the Maths post box no later than 4.10pm on
Wednesday 8th October. Good luck and may the best form win!!!

The BRIDGES focus for the fortnight Monday 29th September – Friday 10rd October is

Sociability and Collaboration

The staff at Isaac Newton Academy exemplify the characteristics of sociability and collaboration. They share
a common goal and work hard together as a team to achieve it. This means that the staff regularly plan
together, engage in training together and advise and support each other. INA staff are a close unit, showing
interest in each other. They are friendly and enjoy spending time in each other’s company. New members
of staff are welcomed and supported to become part of the INA community.
Sociability
Being friendly to people and taking an interest in them, regardless of who they are and how well you know
them.
Collaboration
Knowing how to learn with others, being able to work as part of a pair or team to achieve a goal. Being
willing to share and knowing how to communicate with others. Respecting and recognising other viewpoints.
Behaviours
Being a good listener, being outgoing, being friendly, being interested in others, being solution-focused.
Top tips
Students
Sit with someone new at lunch and have a conversation.
Jointly plan a celebration or outing with a friend or a sibling.
Play Jenga or complete a jigsaw puzzle jointly with others.
Parents
Jointly plan a menu with your child and then shop for and cook the meal together.
Play board games as a family.
Plan a day out with your child, sharing the tasks of planning the route, organising lunch and agreeing
activities.
Re-design and plant a corner of the garden together as a family.

Regular attendance is a crucial factor in students’ educational development and ability to achieve their full
potential.
At Isaac Newton Academy every student is set the target of 100% attendance.
The class with the highest attendance at the end of every week is awarded the attendance trophy.
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At Isaac Newton Academy every student is set the target of 100% attendance.
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93.50%

Well done to Curie class
for the second week. Come on Maxwell class. We know you can do it!! Let’s
hope that all classes will meet their target of 100% attendance.

Isaac Newton Academy - Primary Update
Our Reception children have had another fantastic week. There have been more smiles, fewer tears and
that’s just from the parents and carers! Our morning and after school routines have been far smoother this
week; thank you to all the parents and cares for your patience with this!
On Monday afternoon the children enjoyed a rotation of activities which included a music, PE and art lesson,
which involved a whole lot of fun! Just to remind you that each week the children will need all of their PE
kit on Monday afternoons, including a pair of black plimsolls. Next week the children will stay in their PE kit
to go home and their uniform will be placed in their reading bags. This will give you a chance to wash their
PE kit and return it for the following week and will save time at the end of the day.
Here is a taste of just a few of the exciting activities that the children took part in on Monday!!

Praise and Recognition
Every week each teacher chooses two children from their class to receive a certificate in assembly, one in
recognition of a child demonstrating our BRIDGES habit of the week, and the other in recognition of a pupil’s
academic effort throughout the week.
Well done to the following children, who have been recognised this week!
Curie Class:
Tulsi Jogia – Headteacher’s Habits Award (for being so resourceful and making her own rocket at home!)
Emaan Hassan – Scholar of the Week (for trying hard and not giving up with her handwriting!)
Maxwell Class:
Rhea Thirumal – Headteacher’s Habits Award (using recycled materials to make a shaker!)
Miguel Genov – Scholar of the Week (using full sentences and time connectives to retell a story!)
Newton Class:
Avneet Chaggar – Headteacher’s Habits Award (for being resourceful and making a dinosaur at home with
boxes!)
Mariam Chowdhury – Scholar of the Week (beautiful work, with time taken, pride and accuracy!)

BRIDGES in the Primary Phase
“We build too many walls and not enough bridges.” Isaac Newton
BRIDGES are habits of mind or learning characteristics that develop a pupil's character and learning power
and enable him/her to grow into a well-rounded individual and resilient learner.
There are seven BRIDGES habits that we will be working on, which will rotate on a weekly cycle throughout
the year. The BRIDGES habit of the week will always be introduced at the beginning of the week during the
Monday assembly and reinforced throughout the week across the curriculum. Each class teacher will award
a certificate to a pupil that they feel has demonstrated the BRIDGES focus for the week.
Each week we will update you on the BRIDGES habit that will be introduced in the coming week and offer
some top tips on how to reinforce the habit at home too. Please also refer to the Primary BRIDGES wheel
below.

Week commencing 29th September – Integrity
Integrity
Displaying habits of honesty and fairness.
At home and school:
Ensuring the children play games in a fair way, turn taking and sharing with others and showing kindness and
thoughtfulness for others.
Encouraging the children to be honest about the things that have done; knowing that lies are not a good
thing and that we should tell the truth.
In assembly Ms Broadway will be telling the story of the Boy Who Cried Wolf and instilling the idea that if
we tell lies to people on a regular basis, when we do genuinely need their help, they are unlikely to believe
or help us.
A few reminders
•

Please remember to label every item of your child’s uniform, so that we can help in getting items
back to the correct owner.

•

Can you please check all the uniform items that your child has. We think a few children have gone
home wearing someone else’s clothes after PE on Monday and some items are still missing. Parents
have labelled the items, so please be on the look out!!

•

If your contact details have changed since April or since your home visit, please contact us to update
them.

•

Remember to leave us with a water bottle for your children – ensuring that it is labelled.

•

No colourful hair ribbons, flashing lights on shoes, hoop earrings or coats other than black please.

•

The weather is changing and we advise that the children have a coat with them if they are not
wearing a blazer, the coat must be black.

•

No fruit juices or items of food to be brought into school. We have everything your child will need
throughout the day. Absolutely no nuts please – we have a number of children with severe nut
allergies!

It is slightly quieter at the reception office in the morning and we would advise that if possible you visit Ms
Rayner or Ms Heywood then rather at the end of the day when it is busier.
Please ensure your child attends school every day and on time, if your child is sick then you must call the
office to let us know by 8.15am.

Wisepay Details
Wisepay details have been given to everyone now, which will allow you to order uniform items and also to
book a place for Breakfast Club or After School Club. If you experience any problems, please contact Ms
Rayner who will be happy to help.
Breakfast Club & After School Club
We are delighted that we have been able to start providing both clubs each day. Ms Christie Christodoulou
has been appointed as our After School Club coordinator and Ms Angelica Hurst the After School Club
Assistant.
Breakfast is available each day from 7.45am and costs just £2 per day. The children enjoy a range of cereals,
toast and different topping, juice or milk and fruit. Any child attending must be brought to the main
reception area by 8.20am at the latest.
After School Club runs from 3.45pm – 6.00pm and cost just £5 per hour. The children enjoy a range of
snacks each evening and a variety of games and activities. For further enquires or details, please contact Ms
Broadway.
Baseline Assessments
For the last few weeks and for the coming week, the class teachers have been assessing each child’s skills and
knowledge across each of the Early Learning Goals, which will be the baseline data from which any future
progress will be measured.

Once our assessments are complete, the children will be given

home/independent learning tasks home each week along with a reading book and in the near future we will
be inviting you in to update you on how we are teaching in the lesson so that you can consolidate the
learning at home.
Thank you!
The teachers would like to thank the parents who have dropped off boxes, old books, games and dressing
up props for the role play corners – keep them coming!!

Tam Broadway
Head of Primary

KEY DATES for 2014-15

Autumn Term
Monday 29th September
Tuesday 30th September
Wednesday 1st October
Thursday 2nd October
Monday 6th October
Tuesday 7th October
Wednesday 8th October
Thursday 8th October
Tuesday 14th October
Thursday 16th October
Wednesday 22nd October
Friday 24th October

Open Evening for Year 6s and their parents
School finishes at 3pm for secondary students
School starts at 9.25am for secondary students
Start of Black History Month
National Poetry Day
Open Morning for Year 6 students’ parents
Open Morning for Year 6 students’ parents
Open Morning for Year 6 students’ parents
Open Morning for Year 6 students’ parents
HPV vaccines
Music Recital
Settling In Evening for Parents/Carers of Year 7s
Year 9 trip to Ypres

Half Term: Monday 27 – Friday 31st October 2014
Monday 3rd November
Tuesday 4th November
Monday 10th November
Wednesday 12th November
Tuesday 25th November
Tuesday 2nd December
Wednesday 3rd December
Tuesday 9th December
Wednesday 10th December
Friday 12th December
Thursday 18th December
Friday 19th December

Staff Training Day (school closed to all students)
Secondary Staff Training Day (school closed to secondary
students)
Shakespeare Schools Festival
Year 8 English Trip to British Library
Information Evening for parents of prospective Reception children
Shaking Up Shakespeare performance for Year 9s
Year 9 Options Evening
Information Event for parents of prospective Reception children
Community Party for OAPs
Progress Evening for parents of Reception students
Christmas Lunch
Primary Christmas Play/Concert (during day)
School Concert (evening)
Secondary Awards Assemblies & End of Term. Secondary students
finish at 1.20pm.

Spring Term
Monday 5th January
Tuesday 6th January
Wednesday 7th January
Wednesday 14th January
Tuesday 27th January
Thursday 29th January
Monday 2nd February
Wednesday 4th February
Wednesday 11th February
Friday 11th February

Staff Training Day (school closed to all students)
Staff Training Day (school closed to all students)
Information Evening for parents of prospective Reception children
BRIDGES mentoring for secondary students – pm
Holocaust Memorial Day
ARK Table Tennis Championships
ARK Spelling Bee
Year 9 Progress Meetings (during the day)
Secondary Music Recital
ARK Training Day (school closed to all students)

Half Term: Monday 16 – Friday 20 February 2015
Thursday 26th February
Thursday 5th March
Friday 6th February
Thursday 12th February
Friday 13th February
Thursday 19th March
Wednesday 25th March
Thursday 26th March
Tuesday 31st March
Thursday 2nd April

Year 8 Progress Meetings (during the day)
Secondary Big Band competition
World Book Day
Year 9 Science Live Trip
Year 9 Trip to Othello at the Globe
ARK Mega Maths Wrangle
BBC School Report
Performing Arts Spring Spectacular
ARK Debating Championships
Year 7 Progress Meetings (during the day)
Progress Evening for parents of Reception students
Secondary Awards Assemblies & End of Term. Secondary students
finish at 1.20pm.

Summer Term
Monday 20th April - Tuesday 21st July
Half Term: Monday 25 – Friday 29 May 2015
Staff Training Days: Friday 26th June, & Friday 3rd July

