Principal’s Newsletter
Friday 10th October 2014
Year 7 Settling In Evening
Our settling in evening for parents/carers of Year 7 students will take place on Wednesday 22nd October
2014 from 6.00 to 7.30pm. This is an important opportunity for parents to learn more about the academy’s
key policies, such as behaviour for learning, pastoral care and how we measure and track attainment and
progress at INA. We will also explain a little more about how we develop learning power and character
through the BRIDGES programme at INA. We will offer advice about how you can most effectively support
your child with independent learning and reading. Following the presentations, there will be an opportunity
to meet other parents/carers and the senior leadership team in the dining room or to visit our school library
and meet Mr Butler, the school librarian.
We look forward to seeing the parents of every Year 7 student at this important transition event.
Jo Spencer, Vice Principal, Roxana Stylianou, Year 7 Pastoral Leader

We have now subscribed to MyMaths, an interactive maths website for teaching, learning,
revising and enjoying mathematics.
Some of the benefits of MyMaths are:
• Lots of practice questions that change each time a student logs in
• Instant feedback on whether questions are correct
• Lessons to recap learning or get ahead of the class
• Easy to find tasks by topic or National Curriculum level
To access the website, use the following details:
Visit: www.mymaths.co.uk
Login: isaac
Password: success8
Every student will also receive an individual login and password so their scores can be recorded
and tracked.
Students have already been introduced to MyMaths in assembly and will be expected to use
the website to complete an independent learning task over the next week.
Laura Franklin, Head of Maths

Redbridge Foodbank Collection
This half term we are focusing our charitable efforts on collecting much needed items for our local foodbank.
The foodbank gives three days of emergency food to individuals and families in crisis.
Please find a shopping list below:

Please send any items from the above list in with your son/daughter. We will be collecting donations up to
Monday 13th October. Thank you in advance for your support for this local charity.

Parental Workshops at INA
This year we are keen to develop opportunities for parents to support their child’s learning. We will be
hosting a number of parental workshops over the course of the year including sessions on:









Phonics (for Primary parents)
BRIDGES
Harkness
Independent Learning
E Safety
Understanding reports
Applying to university
Reading

If there is a session that you feel would be of benefit for us to host please can you get in touch with Ms
Alibhai-Watson by the 20th of October

Black History Month 2014
The beginnings of Black History Month go back to 1926 when black historian Carter G. Woodson
began what he called “Negro History Week” in the USA. In 1969, the week’s celebration was
expanded to a month and in 1976, Black History Month was endorsed by the
US government. In the United Kingdom, Black History Month has been
celebrated every October since 1987.
Black History Month provides us with a focus to celebrate the
achievements of Black and Minority Ethnic people from the UK and
overseas. The Black community has used this month to share with the
rest of the world the contribution that Black people have made to
human development. It is a time to demonstrate pride in, and respect
for, the creativity, intellectual achievements and sporting prowess of
Black and Minority Ethnic people.

Rebecca Priestley, Teacher of Humanities

Black History Month: World War Centenaries
2014 has been the year the world has stopped to commemorate the many sacrifices made by soldiers
around the globe one hundred years ago, during World War One which began on August 4 th 1914. It has also
been the 70th anniversary of the D-Day Landings which took place on 6th June 1944, as part of the allied
offensive to defeat the Nazis in World War Two.
Here are two little-known stories that have emerged from the World Wars.
World War One:
McCormack Easmon was born in Accra in the Gold Coast (Ghana) where his father,
a prominent Krio doctor, was working at the time. He was educated at the CMS
Grammar School in Freetown and later at St. Paul's Preparatory School in London.
He attended Epsom College in Surrey and, after graduating in 1907, was awarded
scholarships to study medicine at the Medical School of St. Mary's Hospital in
London. He qualified in medicine and surgery in 1912, and the following year
passed the examination of the London School of Tropical Medicine.
When Dr. Easmon returned to Sierra Leone in 1913, he was refused a post in the West
African Medical Service because of his colour. There were then two categories of doctors,
Europeans in the "colonial service" and Africans in the "local service." Dr. Easmon, forced into the separate and lower
category despite his excellent qualifications, became Country Hospital Native Medical Officer. But he campaigned for
years against racial discrimination in the medical service, earning the antipathy of the British authorities who called
him the "Yellow Peril." During World War I, Dr. Easmon enlisted in the army and served as a medical officer in the
Cameroons. After the war he returned to England for further study and, in 1925, was awarded a medical qualification
in obstetrics and gynaecology. In 1954, Dr. Easmon was awarded the Order of the British Empire (O.B.E.). Dr Easmon
continued all the while to fight for equality and against racial discrimination, and he won this battle with all his awards
and achievements.
World War Two:

John Henry Smythe was born in Sierra Leone. He served with the Sierra Leone
Defence Corps before volunteering for the Royal Air Force as a navigator. On the
night of 18th November 1943 he was the navigator aboard a Short Stirling III
heavy bomber of No. 623 Squadron, one of 395 aircraft dispatched to attack the
German city of Mannheim. The aircraft was crippled by anti-aircraft fire, and the
crew was forced to parachute from the stricken aircraft. They were captured and
spent the next 18 months in a prisoner of war camp.
When he was captured, Johnny remembers; ‘The Germans couldn’t believe their
eyes. I’m sure that’s what saved me from being shot immediately. To see a black man – and an officer at
that – was more than they could come to terms with. They just stood there gazing.’ Johnny helped other
prisoners try to escape from the camp but did not try to break out himself. He said, ‘I don’t think a six-footfive black man would’ve got very far in Pomerania.’
After the war Smythe stayed in the RAF until 1951, and in 1978 he received an OBE. He died in 1996 in
Thame, Oxfordshire. Today there is a memorial at Stalag Luft I. In 2001, veterans and their families from
America, Britain, Germany and Russia met at the camp in the spirit of reconciliation.
The stories of both men show their incredible bravery and an ability to rise above discrimination and fight for
a wider cause. As we see devastating stories of events emerge around the world in the news, which show a
great deal of intolerance and disrespect for the lives of people, it is important for us to remember the words
of Martin Luther King in his 1963 I have a dream speech: ‘I have a dream that [we] will one day live in a
nation where [we] will not be judged by the colour of [our] skin but by the content of [our] characters.’
Rebecca Priestley, Teacher of Humanities

Well done to the following students who are this week’s Mathematicians of the Moment. Please collect a
merit from Ms Gohil.

The Mathematics department would like to encourage all students to enter next week’s Mathematician of
the Moment competition. Have a look at the problem below.
Answers to be written on a Maths postcard to be placed in the Maths post box no later than 4.10pm on
Wednesday 22nd October. Good luck and may the best form win!!!

Student Council 2014-15
We have recently elected our Student Council representatives for the new academic year in a secret ballot.
As the school has grown, we have made changes to the way the Student Council is organised. Each year
group has its own Year Group Council which meets with the Pastoral Leader on a monthly basis. In addition,
four student council reps from each year group are elected as the Student Council steering group. Being a
member of the Student Council is a really great opportunity for students to take on a leadership role and
contribute to the decision-making process at the school. Congratulations to all of the newly elected reps!

Year 7
I
S
A
C
N
E
W
T

Qasim Nawaz and Aasia Jilani
Shaaista Patel and Mahad Awan
Danyaal Khan and Taeina Begum
Khadija Chaudhry and Amaan Hassan
Muhammad Amin andAmaal Khandwalla
Hruday Kinhikar and Sanaa Rasool
Avinashsinh Desai and Naeemah Khan
Rameez Saleem and Hafsa Nur

Year 8
I
S
A
C
N
E
W
T

Brett Butler and Anika Ferdoush
Shafa Siddique and Khiran Patel
Daniyaal Anjum and Elanah Summers
Mohsin Khan and Fatoumata Sillah
Dhruv Fatania and Serina Singh.
Mahdi Alom and Yewande Oyebola
Amaan Vaseem and Aliya Vahora
Anushri Menon and Manraj Gill

Year 9
I
S
A
C
N
E
W
T

Shaye Alexander and Rawdah Hosenee
Zainab Taher and Daniyal Humayoun
Abhay Prabhakar and Mahrukh Zafar
Abdul-Jabar Butt and Aafreen Khaliq
Halema Anjum and Alexander Daay
Zaheer Oomar and Nally Stanyer
Unais Ahmed and Toby Summers
Antalya Mustafa and Dylan Bhurji

Jo Spencer, Vice Principal

Praise and Recognition
At INA, we aim to provide a stimulating, challenging and rewarding learning environment which supports
learning, celebrates achievement and encourages everyone. Awarding merits, the student portfolios,
informal praise in class and the end of term awards assemblies are all part of this. Please speak to your
child/children on a regular basis to see how many merits they have and how they are working towards the
different awards on offer.

Merits
Students can receive merits for achievement, progress, contribution, or any of the BRIDGES dispositions. If
students have achieved 25 merits by the end of the term, they get a bronze certificate; 50 merits leads to a
silver certificate; 100 merits brings home the gold. We’ve also created the Platinum Award for anyone that
achieves over 125 merits.

The third week’s totals are in and the tables have turned! Congratulations to everyone in W across the three
year groups as you have 354 merits in total. Second place is currently held by T with 323 merits.
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Don’t forget to check out the Praise and Recognition notice board and the digital screens to see if you are
mentioned as one of the merit stars of that week and to see what certificates are up for grabs at the end of
each term!
Jennifer Byrne
Year 8 Pastoral Leader, i/c Praise and Recognition

Regular attendance is a crucial factor in students’ educational development and ability to
achieve their full potential.
At Isaac Newton Academy every student is set the target of 100% attendance.
Unfortunately we seemed to have issues with illness last week, so there were no forms with
100% attendance to report. Could we please remind parents/carers to try and send students
in where possible. We hope to see a whole school improvement in attendance next week.
Last week form scores

7T

98.3%

8N

99%

9N

96.5%

7C

96.4%

8S

99%

9W

96.2%

7S

96.4%

8W

99%

9C

96%

7E

96.4%

8E

98.1%

9T

95%

7I

95.7%

8T

98%

9E

94.8%

7N

94.3%

8I

96.6%

9I

91%

7W

93.6%

8C

94%

9A

90.6%

7A

89.6%

8A

90%

9S

87.8%

Year groups

Leanne Abbott-Jones
Year 9 Pastoral Leader

The BRIDGES focus for the fortnight Monday 13th October – Friday 24th October is

Citizenship
Many students at INA demonstrate active
citizenship on a daily basis. Two great role
models are Nandinee Kattan in 9A and
Husna Umerji in 8T. Both students made a
positive contribution to the school

community last year.
Nandinee was involved in charitable giving, for example through taking responsibility for collecting financial
contributions on school non-uniform days. She also worked really hard to organise a cake bake sale to raise
money for charity. Nandinee was reflective about the process of charity fund-raising and used her
experiences to help with the organisation of the Events Team, which made and sold refreshments at the
summer production.
During Year 7, Husna proved herself to be hard-working, supportive, thoughtful and helpful at all times. She
took on the role of Assistant Director of the school production and was particularly helpful to Ms Field and
the other students in the production. She was selfless and gave lots of time and effort to help ensure that
the whole-school production a great success.
Citizenship
Being responsible and playing an active and positive role in the community.
Behaviours
Adopting a key role in society, supporting the learning of others, actively recycling, respecting the school
community and grounds, respecting the wider community, actively seeking to improve the community,
engaging in charitable giving.
Top tips
Students
Participate in activities to improve your community and the environment, for example local library
campaigns and events at local parks or places of worship. Pick up litter, recycle, and plant flowers.
Be a good neighbour and volunteer to help older members of the community by putting out their rubbish,
collecting their newspaper, sweeping their path or weeding their garden.
Make a point of talking to any student who is on his/her own at lunch or break time.
Aim to engage in at least one charity fund-raising event this year.
Take your old books/toys/clothes to a charity shop.
Parents
Read the national and local papers with your child and discuss examples of good citizenship.
Discuss what the school, the UK or the World would be like if people did not show citizenship towards each
other.
Find out about the community groups in your local area (for example, Shelter Redbridge Action group,
Friends of the Earth Ilford and Ilford National Trust) and take your child along to one of the meetings.
Jo Spencer, Vice Principal

Isaac Newton Academy - Primary Update
The weather has really turned this week which has meant having the children wait inside with the breakfast
club staff first thing in the morning and for the last few days we have had to remove our very attractive
orange barriers from the courtyard at the end of the day, in order that they don’t fly away. Thank you for
your cooperation with this. I would also like to remind you that the children will need their hats and coats
increasingly for outdoor play when it is dry but cold. Please make sure that your child comes to school in a
plain black coat, ensuring that it is labelled. One of the children has lost a new coat; his mum has asked if
you could all check at home that your child does have the correct coat please.
Having the children arrive in their PE kits on Monday worked really well and saved an enormous amount of
time. We will continue with this routine but would encourage that you give plenty of opportunity for your
child to practise dressing and undressing, as they do need to become more independent and efficient at
doing this.
Ruth Miskin Phonics
The children have been assessed to establish their phonics and sounds knowledge. This information was
used to establish which teaching group the children needed to be in. The groups are going very well and the
children are making fantastic progress. Every child will have been given some phonics sheets with the sounds
that they have been learning over the last week for you to practise with them. The website address below
will take you to a parents’ support page. There is a tutorial link to help you understand how to pronounce
each of the sounds in the way that your child’s teacher will during their daily lesson.
http://www.ruthmiskin.com/en/parents/

Headteacher’s Lunch
On Thursday I enjoyed my first ‘Headteacher’s Lunch’ with a group of nominated children. We had a lovely
time chatting together and enjoying the fact that we had a special table cloth on our table and place name
cards. I was most impressed with the beautiful acceptance letters I received and will be putting them up on
a display board in the dining hall.
Well done to the following pupils who have been nominated for next week; an invitation will be given to the
children during our Friday Praise and Recognition Assembly:

Mason La Penna
Tara Rani Kaur
Haider Shaikh
Klaudia Peichlova
Faheem Ahmedabadi
Imani Salim
Kyrah Maynard

Ms Broadway and her special
guests enjoying their dinner at
the ‘Headteacher’s Lunch’ table!

Other Learning Activities
A few lovely photographs taken during this week’s exciting activities.

Inaaya proudly showing off some of
her Maths Mastery skills.
Hiding in the ‘Discovery Den!’
Building with the cubes below and
weighing up the dinosaurs!

Praise and Recognition
Every week each teacher chooses two children from their class to receive a certificate in assembly, one in
recognition of a child demonstrating our BRIDGES habit of the week, and the other in recognition of a
pupil’s academic effort throughout the week.
Well done to the following children, who have been recognised this week.
Curie Class:
Yanis Benjamin – Headteacher’ Habits Award (using the torches to discover things in the dark.)
Khadijah Bukhari – Scholar of the Week (for always sharing her super ideas during carpet time.)
Maxwell Class:
Easa Hussain – Headteacher’s Habits Award (for using a magnifying glass to notice patterns on the plastic
insects.)
Anum Imran– Scholar of the Week (for being able to work out one less than a given number and answering
in full sentences.)
Newton Class:
Hamna Adil – Headteacher’s Habits Award (for using the shells and fish to discover the sea life under the
sea, Hamna was also able to describe her discovery.)
Tara Rani Kaur– Scholar of the Week (for being a fantastic member of Newton class, always ready to learn
and producing high quality work.)
BRIDGES in the Primary Phase

“We build too many walls and not enough bridges.”
Isaac Newton
BRIDGES are habits of mind or learning characteristics that develop a pupil's character and learning power
and enable him/her to grow into a well-rounded individual and resilient learner.
There are seven BRIDGES habits that we will be working on, which will rotate on a weekly cycle throughout
the year. The BRIDGES habit of the week will always be introduced at the beginning of the week during the
Monday assembly and reinforced throughout the week across the curriculum. Each class teacher will award a
certificate to a pupil that they feel has demonstrated the BRIDGES focus for the week.
Each week we will update you on the BRIDGES habit that will be introduced in the coming week and offer
some top tips on how to reinforce the habit at home too. Please also refer to the Primary BRIDGES wheel
below.

Week commencing 13th October – Grit
Grit
Displaying habits of patience, resilience, determination, managing distractions, perseverance and
concentration.
At home and school:
It is very important for all of us to manage distractions and this is a habit that needs to be encouraged at a
very early age.

Managing distractions and concentrating will help your child with their learning and

understanding each day. It is equally important that children adopt a ‘can do’ attitude and do not give up on
task too easily, even when they present us with a challenge.


Encourage your child to try and complete things more independently – when they say they can’t do

something (often very quickly), tell them to have a go and to try a little harder. If they are still completely
stuck with a task, then offer a small amount of help to get them for them.


Don’t be too quick to give in to your child’s demands started. Offer encouragement and tell your

child that they ‘can do’ rather than be too quick to do things


Tell them to be patient and wait, or explain that once they have completed something or shown you

that they can wait politely, you may let them have some or all of what they have asked for.

Important reminders


Please remember to label every item of your child’s uniform, so that we can help in getting items

back to the correct owner.


If any of your contact details change, please let the office know as soon as possible so that we can

update your child’s file.


Remember to leave us with a water bottle for your children – ensuring that it is labelled.



No colourful hair ribbons, flashing lights on shoes, hoop earrings or coats other than

black please.


Please remember that long hair needs to be tied back.



No fruit juices or items of food to be brought into school; we have everything your child will need

throughout the day. There are a number of children with severe allergies to different types of food.
It is slightly quieter at the reception office in the morning and we would advise that if possible you visit Ms
Rayner or Ms Heywood then rather at the end of the day when it is busier.
Please ensure your child attends school every day and on time, if your child is sick then you must call the

office to let us know by 8.15am.
Wisepay Details
Wisepay details have been given to everyone now, which will allow you to order uniform items and also to
book a place for ‘Breakfast Club’ or ‘After School Club’. If you experience any problems, please contact Ms
Rayner who will be happy to help.
Breakfast Club & After School Club
The breakfast and after school club are going very well and the number of children attending each day is
increasing steadily. You can make bookings through the Wisepay facilities. If you need any further help in
doing this, please contact either Ms Rayner or Ms Heywood who will be more than happy to help you.
Breakfast is available each day from 7.45am and costs just £2 per day. The children enjoy a range of cereals,
toast and different topping, juice or milk and fruit. Any child attending must be brought to the main
reception area by 8.20am at the latest.
After School Club runs from 3.45pm – 6.00pm and costs just £5 per hour. The children enjoy a range of
snacks each evening and a variety of games and activities.

Tam Broadway,
Head of Primary

KEY DATES for 2014-15

Autumn Term
Tuesday 14th October
Thursday 16th October
Saturday 18th October
Saturday 18th October
Wednesday 22nd October
Friday 24th October

HPV vaccines
Music Recital
London Club Trip to Museum of Childhood and Hackney City Farm
Saturday Stretch Medicine Workshop
Settling In Evening for Parents/Carers of Year 7s
Year 9 trip to Ypres

Half Term: Monday 27 – Friday 31st October 2014
Monday 3rd November
Tuesday 4th November
Monday 10th November
Wednesday 12th November
Tuesday 25th November
Tuesday 2nd December
Wednesday 3rd December
Tuesday 9th December
Wednesday 10th December
Friday 12th December
Thursday 18th December
Friday 19th December

Staff Training Day (school closed to all students)
Secondary Staff Training Day (school closed to secondary
students)
Shakespeare Schools Festival
Year 8 English Trip to British Library
Information Evening for parents of prospective Reception children
Shaking Up Shakespeare performance for Year 9s
Year 9 Options Evening
Information Event for parents of prospective Reception children
Community Party for OAPs
Progress Evening for parents of Reception students
Christmas Lunch
Primary Christmas Play/Concert (during day)
School Concert (evening)
Secondary Awards Assemblies & End of Term. Secondary students
finish at 1.20pm.

Spring Term
Monday 5th January
Tuesday 6th January
Wednesday 7th January
Wednesday 14th January
Tuesday 27th January
Thursday 29th January
Monday 2nd February
Wednesday 4th February
Wednesday 11th February
Friday 13th February

Staff Training Day (school closed to all students)
Staff Training Day (school closed to all students)
Information Evening for parents of prospective Reception children
BRIDGES mentoring for secondary students – pm
Holocaust Memorial Day
ARK Table Tennis Championships
ARK Spelling Bee
Year 9 Progress Meetings (during the day)
Secondary Music Recital
ARK Training Day (school closed to all students)

Half Term: Monday 16 – Friday 20 February 2015
Thursday 26th February
Thursday 5th March
Friday 6th February
Thursday 12th February
Friday 13th February
Thursday 19th March
Wednesday 25th March
Thursday 26th March
Tuesday 31st March
Thursday 2nd April

Year 8 Progress Meetings (during the day)
Secondary Big Band competition
World Book Day
Year 9 Science Live Trip
Year 9 Trip to Othello at the Globe
ARK Mega Maths Wrangle
BBC School Report
Performing Arts Spring Spectacular
ARK Debating Championships
Year 7 Progress Meetings (during the day)
Progress Evening for parents of Reception students
Secondary Awards Assemblies & End of Term. Secondary students
finish at 1.20pm.

Summer Term
Monday 20th April - Tuesday 21st July
Half Term: Monday 25 – Friday 29 May 2015
Staff Training Days: Friday 26th June, & Friday 3rd July

