Principal’s Newsletter
Friday 17th October 2014
Year 7 Settling In Evening
Our settling in evening for parents/carers of Year 7 students will take place on Wednesday 22nd October
2014 from 6.00 to 7.30pm. This is an important opportunity for parents to learn more about the academy’s
key policies, such as behaviour for learning, pastoral care and how we measure and track attainment and
progress at INA. We will also explain a little more about how we develop learning power and character
through the BRIDGES programme at INA. We will offer advice about how you can most effectively support
your child with independent learning and reading. Following the presentations, there will be an opportunity
to meet other parents/carers and the senior leadership team in the dining room or to visit our school library
and meet Mr Butler, the school librarian.
We look forward to seeing the parents of every Year 7 student at this important transition event.
Jo Spencer, Vice Principal and Roxana Stylianou, Year 7 Pastoral Leader
Y7 Settling In Evening- FOINA invitation
The Friends of INA welcome Y7 parents to enjoy light refreshments of teas, coffees and samosas before and
after the Y7 Settling In Evening talk. It will be a great chance to meet other parents and raise funds for INA.
Please join us from 5:30pm. We look forward to seeing you there!
Uniform
I would like to take this opportunity to thank parents and carers for supporting the school uniform policy this
half term. Students have worn their school uniform with pride and have looked very smart. As the autumn
weather starts to set in, I would respectfully remind parents/carers of our uniform policy with regards to
outdoor clothing and footwear.
Shoes
Boys: Plain black school shoes (any laces must be black).
Girls: Plain black, low-heeled shoes (any laces must be black).
Boots of any kind are not permitted. This includes Kicker boots.
Outdoor Clothing
Outdoor coats must be plain black. No leather or denim jackets or hoodies are permitted. Hats, gloves and
scarves must be plain black.
Headscarves
Must be official INA ones.
Jo Spencer
Vice Principal

Parental Workshops at INA
This year we are keen to develop opportunities for parents to support their child’s learning. We will be
hosting a number of parental workshops over the course of the year including sessions on:









Phonics (for Primary parents)
BRIDGES
Harkness
Independent Learning
E Safety
Understanding reports
Applying to university
Reading

If there is a session that you feel would be of benefit for us to host please can you get in touch with Ms
Alibhai-Watson by the 20th of October.

Black History Month 2014
The beginnings of Black History Month go back to 1926 when black historian Carter G. Woodson
began what he called “Negro History Week” in the USA. In 1969, the week’s celebration was
expanded to a month and in 1976, Black History Month was
endorsed by the US government. In the United Kingdom, Black
History Month has been celebrated every October since 1987.
Black History Month provides us with a focus to celebrate
the achievements of Black and Minority Ethnic people
from the UK and overseas. The Black community has
used this month to share with the rest of the world the
contribution that Black people have made to human
development. It is a time to demonstrate pride in, and
respect for, the creativity, intellectual achievements and
sporting prowess of Black and Minority Ethnic people.

Rebecca Priestley, Teacher of Humanities

Black History Month 2014 Part 3: Nelson Mandela
The beginnings of Black History Month go back to 1926 when black historian
Carter G. Woodson began what he called “Negro History Week” in the USA. In
1969, the week’s celebration was expanded to a month and in 1976, Black
History Month was endorsed by the US government. In the United Kingdom,
Black History Month has been celebrated every October since 1987.
Black History Month provides us with a focus to celebrate the achievements of
Black and Minority Ethnic people from the UK and overseas. The Black
community has used this month to share with the rest of the world the
contribution that Black people have made to human development. It is a time to
demonstrate pride in, and respect for, the creativity, intellectual achievements
and sporting prowess of Black and Minority Ethnic people. This week we will
focus on the efforts of Nelson Mandela.
Nelson Mandela is one of the world's most revered statesmen, who led the
struggle to replace the apartheid regime of South Africa with a multi-racial democracy. Rolihlahla Mandela
was born into the Madiba clan in Mvezo, Transkei, on July 18, 1918, to Nonqaphi Nosekeni and Nkosi
Mphakanyiswa Gadla Mandela, principal counsellor to the Acting King of the Thembu people, Jongintaba
Dalindyebo.
In 1943 Nelson Mandela, then aged 25, joined the African National Congress (ANC), an organisation that
aimed to achieve equal rights for black people in South Africa. Over the next 50 years he was described as
both a terrorist and freedom fighter.
Apartheid policy in South Africa began in 1948, and this racially segregated the people of South Africa. The
laws were strictly imposed upon the people, and harsh consequences were given to those who did not abide
by the law.
In 1955, having lived with the racial discrimination of apartheid for seven years, the ANC produced a
Freedom Charter which called for equal rights for everyone living in South Africa, and launched its “Congress
of the People”. The congress was not greeted positively by the government of South Africa, and in 1956
Mandela and 155 other people were charged with treason. There was a trial lasting five years and they were
eventually found not guilty.
However, twelve years on from apartheid starting, the ANC had not seen any changes to the laws, and
society was still not equal. So in 1960 the ANC held a demonstration against apartheid and the police killed
69 protestors. The government reacted harshly and banned the ANC and Mandela was forced into hiding for
the next four years.
In 1964 Mandela was caught and was convicted of sabotage and treason. At his trial in April 1964, Mandela
said “We first broke the law in a way which avoided violence; when this form was illegal, and the
government resorted to force, we decided to answer violence with violence.” He was jailed in Robben
Island, where he spent the next eighteen years of his life.
Until 1986 the South African government did very little change the laws on apartheid, despite continuing
protests and demonstrations against it. However, in 1986 economic sanctions were put in place against
South African trade; and also the country was banned from playing sport at an international level. Now the
government, faced with losing millions in revenue began to listen.

In 1990 a new president of South Africa was elected, F.W. de Klerk. He lifted the ban on the ANC and had
Mandela released from prison after serving twenty seven years! At this point the ANC and the government
began to have talks about a multiracial government for the country.
In recognition of the achievement of a multiracial government, and apartheid ending in South Africa, Madela
and de Klerk were awarded the Nobel Peace Prize in 1993.
In 1994 Mandela won the first free election where all groups of people could vote. Nelson Mandela became
the president, and de Klerk was his deputy.
Renowned across the world as a figure for peace, Mandela’s determination to ensure equality for the people
of South Africa has left a united, equal nation. This is something to celebrate and remember during this
Black History Month.
On Wednesday 22nd October the students at INA will be having a special lunch to celebrate Black History
Month. The menu will be as follows:

Halal Option
Jerk Chicken
Non Halal Option
Jerk Chicken
Fish Option
Tilapia Escovitch
Vegetarian Option
Spinach and sweet potato pie
With your choice of
Fried Plantain, coleslaw or salad

Dessert
Pineapple and ginger cake
Or
Fresh fruit
Rebecca Priestley
Teacher of Humanities

Well done to the following students who are this week’s Mathematicians of the Moment. Please collect a
merit from Ms Gohil.

The Mathematics department would like to encourage all students to enter next week’s Mathematician of
the Moment competition. Have a look at the problem below.
Answers to be written on a Maths postcard to be placed in the Maths post box no later than 4.10pm on
Wednesday 22nd October. Good luck and may the best form win!!!

Redbridge Foodbank Collection
A huge thank you to all who donated to our
collection.
We collected a huge amount of food and other
essential items that will support vulnerable
members of our local community.
Representatives from the Redbridge Foodbank
commented on how generous our students and
staff were.

Thank you once again!

INA Music Recital
The second INA Music Recital will take place on
Thursday 23rd October 2014. Following the
success of the first recital, students from all year
groups at Isaac Newton Academy will have the
opportunity to perform as soloists or as part of a
small group.
The recital will start at 6pm and will last
approximately 45 minutes. Free tickets for this
event will be made available from Monday 20th
and can be picked up from main reception.

Will Morgan, Big Band Teacher

Power, Passion and Possibilities
Ten students from Year 9 were invited by Mulberry School for Girls to attend their Power, Passion and
Possibilities Conference last week.
The conference gave the girls the opportunity to hear from a number of incredibly successful, inspiring
women from a wide range of professions, about their experiences in education and the workplace.
As well as having the chance to ask the guest speakers questions, they were also given group discussion
tasks around the topic of gender equality. There were students from 30 different schools ranging from Year
9 to Sixth Form. It was really great to give our Year 9 the experience of having discussions with older
students, and I feel that they gained a lot from this.
A special mention goes to Aishah Zahoor, who very confidently took to the stage to address the 360 students
and adults in the room, making a 5 minute speech about the possibilities available for females in science,
engineering and maths. I was so proud of Aishah, and the way that she represented Isaac Newton Academy.
Leanne Abbott-Jones
Year 9 Pastoral Leader

At the beginning of the month the cast of The Comedy of Errors had a fantastic
opportunity; they were invited to attend a
cast workshop at Ark All Saints Academy. The
workshop was organised and led by the
Shakespeare Schools Festival and Ark All
Saints Academy kindly hosted the event
giving both schools the opportunity to share
what they have been working on in
rehearsals.

The students from Isaac Newton
Academy were able to
demonstrate their hard work,
energy and enthusiasm by sharing
a scene that they had been
working on in rehearsal. Our students demonstrated resilience and
professionalism throughout, particularly Mary
Brant, who was so committed to her role that
she carried on participating despite a possible
bone fracture! The facilitators and the host
school gave INA some really insightful feedback
which we have been responding to in our
rehearsals since. It was a really productive and
worthwhile experience for everyone involved.

“I thought that the Shakespeare Schools
Festival workshop was a great chance for
me to get to know other students from
other Ark schools. We had a lot of fun
watching and showing each other scenes
from our plays. I thought the workshop
was a good chance to develop my
character and drama skills. I found the
workshop a good opportunity to get to know my cast members better”.
Charisma Patel, 9E

Praise and Recognition
At INA, we aim to provide a stimulating, challenging and rewarding learning environment which supports
learning, celebrates achievement and encourages everyone. Awarding merits, the student portfolios,
informal praise in class and the end of term awards assemblies are all part of this. Please speak to your
child/children on a regular basis to see how many merits they have and how they are working towards the
different awards on offer.

Merits
Students can receive merits for achievement, progress, contribution, or any of the BRIDGES dispositions. If
students have achieved 25 merits by the end of the term, they get a bronze certificate; 50 merits leads to a
silver certificate; 100 merits brings home the gold. We’ve also created the Platinum Award for anyone that
achieves over 125 merits.

The fourth week’s totals are in! Congratulations to everyone in W across the three year groups as you have
476 merits in total. Second place is currently held by S with 414 merits and third place is held by N with 396
merits.

Year 7

Year 8

Year 9

S

187

T

155

W

178

A

173

N

148

N

152

C

170

W

142

C

128

W

156

I

132

T

109

E

125

S

129

S

98

T

117

C

117

A

97

N

96

A

116

E

93

I

90

E

97

I

64

Don’t forget to check out the Praise and Recognition notice board and the digital screens to see if you are
mentioned as one of the merit stars of that week and to see what certificates are up for grabs at the end of
each term!
Jennifer Byrne
Year 8 Pastoral Leader, i/c Praise and Recognition

Regular attendance is a crucial factor in students’ educational development and ability to
achieve their full potential.
At Isaac Newton Academy every student is set the target of 100% attendance.
Well done to 7I and 8S for achieving the 100% attendance target. Currently year our 3 top
performing form groups for the year are 7T, 8E and 9C, but there is time for this to change.
Last week form scores

7I

100%

8S

100%

9C

99%

7C

99%

8T

99%

9I

98.5%

7A

99%

8E

98.6%

9E

96.1%

7T

99%

8W

96.1%

9T

96%

7E

99%

8A

98%

9N

95%

7S

94.1%

8N

93.5%

9S

94.3%

7W

93%

8C

92.7%

9A

94.2%

7N

88.5%

8I

92.8%

9W

93.3%

Year groups

Ms. Abbott-Jones
Year 9 Pastoral Leader

The BRIDGES focus for the fortnight Monday 13th October – Friday 24th October is

Citizenship
Many students at INA demonstrate active
citizenship on a daily basis. Two great role
models are Nandinee Kattan in 9A and
Husna Umerji in 8T. Both students made a
positive contribution to the school

community last year.
Nandinee was involved in charitable giving, for example through taking responsibility for collecting financial
contributions on school non-uniform days. She also worked really hard to organise a cake bake sale to raise
money for charity. Nandinee was reflective about the process of charity fund-raising and used her
experiences to help with the organisation of the Events Team, which made and sold refreshments at the
summer production.
During Year 7, Husna proved herself to be hard-working, supportive, thoughtful and helpful at all times. She
took on the role of Assistant Director of the school production and was particularly helpful to Ms Field and
the other students in the production. She was selfless and gave lots of time and effort to help ensure that
the whole-school production a great success.
Citizenship
Being responsible and playing an active and positive role in the community.
Behaviours
Adopting a key role in society, supporting the learning of others, actively recycling, respecting the school
community and grounds, respecting the wider community, actively seeking to improve the community,
engaging in charitable giving.
Top tips
Students
Participate in activities to improve your community and the environment, for example local library
campaigns and events at local parks or places of worship. Pick up litter, recycle, and plant flowers.
Be a good neighbour and volunteer to help older members of the community by putting out their rubbish,
collecting their newspaper, sweeping their path or weeding their garden.
Make a point of talking to any student who is on his/her own at lunch or break time.
Aim to engage in at least one charity fund-raising event this year.
Take your old books/toys/clothes to a charity shop.
Parents
Read the national and local papers with your child and discuss examples of good citizenship.
Discuss what the school, the UK or the World would be like if people did not show citizenship towards each
other.
Find out about the community groups in your local area (for example, Shelter Redbridge Action group,
Friends of the Earth Ilford and Ilford National Trust) and take your child along to one of the meetings.
Jo Spencer, Vice Principal

Isaac Newton Academy - Primary Update
The weeks are now flying by and the children have settled into their daily routines exceptionally well. The
phonics sessions are clearly having a positive impact on the pupils as I increasingly overhear conversations
whereby the children are trying to sound the letters of the everyday objects around them. The children on
my table at lunch on Tuesday were having great fun telling me how many words they knew beginning with
‘ch’ and so on; it got quite competitive!
A good game to play to practise sound awareness is ‘I Spy’. The class teachers have also been encouraging
the children to write at least the first sound to any words or pictures they are trying to write or draw, and
where possible write as many of the sounds they can hear in the word they want to write.
Headteacher’s Lunch
Once again I enjoyed my Headteacher’s lunch on Thursday; we really do feel rather spoiled at our special
table and it is always lovely to see how excited the children are to receive their invitations.
Well done to the following pupils who have been nominated for next week. An invitation will be given to the
children during our Friday Praise and Recognition Assembly:
Tara Rani Kaur
Ismail Nagra
Kaysha Reid
Khadijah Bukhari
Fahmid Khan
Janeefa Khezar
Yanis Benjamin
So what have we been learning this week?

The children have been using
their senses this week to
describe different fruits.

Mastering Mathematics and
enjoying the ‘Tea-Party’ in
Literacy.

A few
playtime
games!

Regular attendance is a crucial factor in students’ educational development and
ability to achieve their full potential.
At Isaac Newton Academy every student is set the target of 100% attendance.
The class with the highest attendance at the end of every week is awarded the
attendance trophy during Friday’s Award & Recognition assembly.

Curie

98.6%

Maxwell

98.7%

Newton

94.3%

Overall

97.2%

Well done everyone. Our attendance is getter better and better every week –
keep it up!!
What a close race this week has been, but our winners by a
very narrow margin are Maxwell class for the second week in a
row.
Let’s hope that all classes will meet their target of 100% next week.

Praise and Recognition
Every week each teacher chooses two children from their class to receive a certificate in assembly, one in
recognition of a child demonstrating our BRIDGES habit of the week, and the other in recognition of a
pupil’s academic effort throughout the week.
Well done to the following children, who have been recognised this week!
Curie Class:
Eesa Anwar – Headteacher’s Habits Award (for showing grit and not giving up when trying his food in
school.)
Soham Deb Barma – Scholar of the Week (for being an enthusiastic learner and writing a super shopping
list.)
Maxwell Class:
Janeefa Khezar – Headteacher’s Habits Award (for developing the ability to try hard and give things a go.)
Arsal Anjum– Scholar of the Week (for applying his knowledge of letter sounds to write a shopping list.)
Newton Class:
Mason La Penna – Headteacher’s Habits Award (for not giving up with his work and trying really hard with
his work all week.)
Aariz Khan– Scholar of the Week (for producing fantastic phonics work.)

BRIDGES in the Primary Phase

“We build too many walls and not enough bridges.” Isaac Newton
BRIDGES are habits of mind or learning characteristics that develop a pupil's character and learning power
and enable him/her to grow into a well-rounded individual and resilient learner.
There are seven BRIDGES habits that we will be working on, which will rotate on a weekly cycle throughout
the year. The BRIDGES habit of the week will always be introduced at the beginning of the week during the
Monday assembly and reinforced throughout the week across the curriculum. Each class teacher will award a
certificate to a pupil that they feel has demonstrated the BRIDGES focus for the week.
Each week we will update you on the BRIDGES habit that will be introduced in the coming week and offer
some top tips on how to reinforce the habit at home too. Please also refer to the Primary BRIDGES wheel
below.

Week commencing
Intelligence

20th

October

–

Emotional

Emotional Intelligence
Displaying habits of listening, empathy, collaboration,
sociability, reflectiveness, understanding & openness.

At home and school:
At school we are always giving the message about treating others in the way we would like to be treated in
return. When a child hurts someone or makes a poor behaviour choice, it is important that they reflect on
their behaviour and, if another person is involved, that they apologise to them. Having consistent boundaries
at home and school is very important.
Listening is a key life skill, it helps us learn and understand the world around us. Children like to be heard,
and it is important that we put time aside to listen to what they are telling us, but is it equally important that
they in turn learn to listen to others too.
Important reminders

A reminder that on Mondays the children need to come to school wearing their PE kit.

Please remember that long hair needs to be tied back.

The weather is changing and we advise that the children have a coat with them if they are not
wearing a blazer, the coat must be black.
Please ensure your child attends school every day and on time, if your child is sick then you must call the
office to let us know by 8.15am.
Wisepay Details
Wisepay details have been given to everyone now, which will allow you to order uniform items and also to
book a place for ‘Breakfast Club’ or ‘After School Club’. If you experience any problems, please contact Ms
Rayner who will be happy to help.
Breakfast Club & After School Club
The breakfast and after school club are going very well and the number of children attending each day is
increasing steadily. You can make bookings through the Wisepay facilities, if you need any further help in
doing this; please contact either Ms Rayner or Ms Heywood, who will be more than happy to help you.
Breakfast is available each day from 7.45am and costs just £2 per day. The children enjoy a range of cereals,
toast and different topping, juice or milk and fruit. Any child attending must be brought to the main
reception area by 8.20am at the latest.
After School Club runs from 3.45pm – 6.00pm and costs just £5 per hour. The children enjoy a range of
snacks each evening and a variety of games and activities.
Tam Broadway, Head of Primary

KEY DATES for 2014-15

Autumn Term
Saturday 18th October
Wednesday 22nd October
Thursday 23rs October
Friday 24th October

London Club Trip to Museum of Childhood and Hackney City Farm
Settling In Evening for Parents/Carers of Year 7s
Music Recital
Year 9 trip to Ypres

Half Term: Monday 27 – Friday 31st October 2014
Monday 3rd November
Tuesday 4th November
Monday 10th November
Wednesday 12th November
Saturday 15th November
Tuesday 25th November
Tuesday 2nd December
Wednesday 3rd December
Tuesday 9th December
Wednesday 10th December
Friday 12th December
Saturday 13th December
Thursday 18th December
Friday 19th December

Staff Training Day (school closed to all students)
Secondary Staff Training Day (school closed to secondary
students)
Shakespeare Schools Festival
Year 8 English Trip to British Library
Information Evening for parents of prospective Reception children
Saturday Stretch: Engineering
Shaking Up Shakespeare performance for Year 9s
Year 9 Options Evening
Information Event for parents of prospective Reception children
Community Party for OAPs
Progress Evening for parents of Reception students
Christmas Lunch
Saturday Stretch: Psychology
Primary Christmas Play/Concert (during day)
School Concert (evening)
Secondary Awards Assemblies & End of Term. Secondary students
finish at 1.20pm.

Spring Term
Monday 5th January
Tuesday 6th January
Wednesday 7th January
Wednesday 14th January
Tuesday 27th January
Thursday 29th January
Monday 2nd February
Wednesday 4th February
Wednesday 11th February
Friday 13th February

Staff Training Day (school closed to all students)
Staff Training Day (school closed to all students)
Information Evening for parents of prospective Reception children
BRIDGES mentoring for secondary students – pm
Holocaust Memorial Day
ARK Table Tennis Championships
ARK Spelling Bee
Year 9 Progress Meetings (during the day)
Secondary Music Recital
ARK Training Day (school closed to all students)

Half Term: Monday 16 – Friday 20 February 2015
Thursday 26th February
Thursday 5th March
Friday 6th February
Thursday 12th February
Friday 13th February
Thursday 19th March
Wednesday 25th March
Thursday 26th March
Tuesday 31st March
Thursday 2nd April

Year 8 Progress Meetings (during the day)
Secondary Big Band competition
World Book Day
Year 9 Science Live Trip
Year 9 Trip to Othello at the Globe
ARK Mega Maths Wrangle
BBC School Report
Performing Arts Spring Spectacular
ARK Debating Championships
Year 7 Progress Meetings (during the day)
Progress Evening for parents of Reception students
Secondary Awards Assemblies & End of Term. Secondary students
finish at 1.20pm.

Summer Term
Monday 20th April - Tuesday 21st July
Half Term: Monday 25 – Friday 29 May 2015
Staff Training Days: Friday 26th June, & Friday 3rd July

