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Announcements
Parental
Workshops
at INA

T

his half term we
are hosting 2
Parent Workshops at
INA:
•
Phonics (for
Primary parents) on
19th November 2014 at
6pm
•
Independent
Learning (for
Secondary Parents) on
20th November 2014 at
6pm
These are great
opportunities for you
to find out more about
these key initiatives
and how you can
support your child and
the school to support
learning and maximise
his/her progress.

Sugra AlibhaiWatson, Assistant
Principal
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W

elcome back!
I hope that all students
and parents/carers enjoyed a
restful and relaxing half term
break. We have been really impressed with how smart all our
students have looked this week
and how focused they are on
their studies. We look forward to
the coming half term which has
lots of visits, speakers and events
scheduled. Please continue to
read the newsletter weekly for
updates and details.

R

achel Macfarlane,
Principal

>

>>> News

GCSE Community Languages
Questionnaire

We are aware that many of our students speak a range of
languages at home and many students in Year 9 have expressed an
interest in doing a Language GCSE in one of these languages (e.g.
Italian, Russian, Polish, Urdu, Punjabi, Bengali, etc).
The Languages department is conducting a questionnaire to see
how many students in Year 9 communicate in another language at
home and would like to be considered for a GCSE in it.
All students have been
introduced to this
questionnaire in their
Languages lessons but please
may we ask that parents and
carers support students in
accurate as possible. It will
take no more than 5 minutes.
We ask that the
questionnaires are completed by Friday 21st November at the
latest.
For the questionnaire please follow this link:

http://tinyurl.com/GCSEcommunitylanguages
Thank you for your co-operation,
Mary Davies (Head of Languages)
INA Newsletter
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Regular attendance is a crucial factor in students’ educational
development and ability to achieve their full potential.
At Isaac Newton Academy every student is set the target of 100%
attendance.
At the half way point in the term the current form winners are:
Year 7 – 9T with 98.9%
Year 8 – 8E with 98.7%
Year 9 – 9C with 98%
We are only at half way – your form is still in with a chance to
take the lead!
Last week form scores

7A
7I
7C
7T
7S
7E
7W
7N

100%
99.10%
98.20%
97.40%
97.30%
96.80%
93.60%
91.30%

8I
8S
8E
8T
8A
8W
8C
8N

99.10%
98.70%
98.70%
95.50%
95%
94.80%
94.50%
93.20%

9N
9E
9C
9W
9S
9T
9I
9A

98.60%
98.30%
97.30%
96.10%
96.10%
95.90%
94.50%
93.90%

Year groups

Year 7 96.7%
Year 9 96.3%

Leanne Abbott-Jones
Year 9 Pastoral Leader

Year 8 96.2%
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Praise and Recognition

MERITS

Students can receive merits for achievement, progress, contribution, or
any of the BRIDGES dispositions. If students have achieved 25 merits

eep

Year 7

Year 8

S

255

E

211

W

251

C

249

N

191

N

242

A

228

I

189

C

147

T

189

A

187

T

141

E

174

T

181

E

123

W

156

S

166

A

109

N

146

W

162

S

103

I

141

C

126

I

82

Jennifer Byrne
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Ypres Trip - Belgium
On Friday 24th October, 72 Year 9 students and eight members of
staff went to Ypres, in Belgium, for a day trip to experience the Belgian
culture, learn about life in the trenches during World War One and put
the war poetry they had been learning in English into perspective.
We can safely say we could not have been prouder of our students.
They were a joy to be with and their level of maturity, understanding
and empathy blew us all away. We are also very grateful to the staff
who accompanied us, as without them this trip would not have been
possible.
These are some of the views of the students who went:
‘Our trip to Belgium was
exquisite. We had a lot fun in
the coach and we did lots of
interesting activities. We went
to the town and bought many
chocolates and ate some yummy food. It was great experiencing
trenches of WW1 and seeing young children who spoke French
better than us. Our tour guide was extremely nice and explained
to us how the graves were organised. overall I enjoyed the trip as
it was amazing from the beginning all the way to the end. ‘ Aqsa
Hassan
‘Belgium was an amazing trip that I really enjoyed. After a 6 hour
journey on the coach we arrived in Belgium. We visited a lot of
interesting places like the memorial museum and cemetery and
we watched the last post ceremony. My favourite place to visit was
the memorial museum because it gave me a lot of knowledge about the war and I got to go in a trench
and a dugout. The trench was made to look like a real trench and it showed me what horrible conditions
the soldiers lived in.’ Ushna Asim
Mary Davies (Head of Languages) and Sarah Balsdon (Head of Humanities)
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During the first half of autumn term, during their BRIDGES lessons,

Year 7 and 8 students focused on the BRIDGES dispositions of Empathy,
Listening, Sociability, Collaboration and Citizenship. They learned about the
characteristics and explored the kinds of behaviours associated with them.
Year 9 students concentrated on strengthening the BRIDGES dispositions that
they have spent the last two years developing. Last half term they focused in
particular on Empathy, Resilience and Reflectiveness. Tutors are delighted
with the way students in all years have responded to the learning activities
during BRIDGES lessons and how reflective they have been.
At the end of every halfterm, tutors are asked to nominate two students who
have worked particularly hard on developing one or more of the dispositions or
who have demonstrated growing skill in one or more of the dispositions, either
in lessons, during enrichment activities or around school.
The following students have been commended for their BRIDGES development
halft term
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Congratulations to all of the nominated students
Jo Spencer
Vice Principal
INA Newsletter
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The BRIDGES focus for the fortnight Monday 3rd November – Friday 14th
November is

Judit Polgár is a Hungarian chess grandmaster and an expert at managing distractions. She is by far the

strongest female chess player in history. Polgár achieved the title of Grandmaster at the age of 15 years,
at the time the youngest to have done so. She is the only woman to qualify for a World Championship
tournament. She has been the Number 1 rated woman in the world since 1989 (when she was 12 years old)
and has defeated ten current or former world champions in either rapid or classical chess. Polgár has trained
herself to be mentally focused and to block out any inner distractions such as her thoughts and feelings, and
external distractions such as the audience, other competitors and background noise when she is competing in
tournaments.
Recognising and reducing distractions; knowing when to walk away and refresh yourself. Focusing on a
specific task and ignoring things that could take your attention away from the task. Creating your own ideal
environment for learning.
Behaviours
Being focused; listening to teachers or peers, even when there are other distractions; being able to learn
regardless of personal or emotional distractions; finding the right environment to learn in; starting each day
and lesson with a fresh attitude.

Students
Turn off your phone and the TV when completing I/L to create a distraction-free learning environment.
Only play the type of music that helps you to focus.
Focus on exactly what you want to achieve in a particular time slot and stick to it.
If a person is distracting you, tell him/her that he/she are distracting you and what it is that he/she are doing
which is causing the distraction.
Parents
Create a learning space for your son/daughter away from distractions.
Talk to your son/daughter about how you manage your distractions both at home and at work.
Discuss with your son/daughter the strategies he/she can use to become better at managing distractions.
Jo Spencer, Vice Principal
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I
e
t
a
y Up d

t was lovely to see everyone back on Tuesday; we hope
you all had a fantastic break. Having seen some of
the diaries that the pupils completed, I can see that
our children enjoyed a busy and entertaining week. The
teachers have asked me to thank our parents and carers
for their tremendous support in ensuring that the diaries
were completed to such a high standard and handed in on
time.

P r imar

Just to remind you that we will running a workshop on
Wednesday 19th November at 6pm, to share information
regarding the Read Write Inc. phonics programme that
we follow, along with some information about the Maths
Mastery approach and how you can support your child at
home.

Headteacher’s Lunch
Well done to the following pupils who have been
nominated for the Headteacher’s Lunch for the week
after half term next week. An invitation will be given to
the children during our Friday Praise and Recognition
Assembly:
Swara Kinhikar
Rebeca Gheorghe
Aashvi Govil
Tay’Shawn Holland
Zahraa Aamanee
Mason La Penna
Ryaan Vakas.
Tam Broadway, Head of Primary
INA Newsletter
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> > > Primar y P r a i s e
ce

Every week each teacher chooses two children from their class to receive a
throughout the week.
Well done to the following children, who have been recognised this week!
Curie Class:
independent learning.)
week.)
Maxwell Class:

words independently.)
Newton Class:

for using her sounds during literacy lessons.)
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BRIDGES
“We build too many walls and not
enough bridges.” Isaac Newton

BRIDGES are habits of mind or
learning characteristics that develop a
pupil's character and learning power
and enable him/her to grow into a
well-rounded individual and resilient
learner.
There are seven BRIDGES habits that
we will be working on, which will
rotate on a weekly cycle throughout the year. The BRIDGES habit of the week will
always be introduced at the beginning of the week during the Monday assembly
and reinforced throughout the week across the curriculum. Each class teacher will
award a certificate to a pupil that they feel has demonstrated the BRIDGES focus
for the week.
Each week we will update you on the BRIDGES habit that will be introduced in the
coming week and offer some top tips on how to reinforce the habit at home too.
Please also refer to the Primary BRIDGES wheel below.

Week commencing 10th November – Bravery
Bravery
Displaying habits of courage, leadership, experimentation and optimism.
At home and school:
We have now completed one full rotation of our BRIDGES wheel and return to the
habit of ‘bravery’. We will be encouraging the children to try new things, whether
it is a food they have not tried before or new activities that they may not normally
choose during the afternoon sessions. We always encourage the children to be
brave when they fall over and hurt themselves and to remain as calm as possible
while we help them. During various lessons we will be looking for pupils that rolemodel and lead by example to others.
INA Newsletter
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Primary Reminders
Wisepay Details
Wisepay details
have been given
to everyone now,
which will allow
you to order
uniform items
and also to book a
place for ‘Breakfast
School Club’. If
you experience any
problems, please
contact Ms Rayner
who will be happy
to help.

IMPORTANT REMINDERS

• Please remember to label every item of your child’s uniform,
so that we can help in getting items back to the correct owner
and to check that your child has the correct clothes at home
and hasn’t by mistake taken someone else’s clothing.
• It is very important that your child is in their full uniform
every day. If your child has lost an item of clothing, such as a
• A reminder that on Mondays the children need to come to
school wearing their PE kit.
• If your child comes to school wearing a coat, it must be black.
• Please ensure your child attends school every day and on
us know by 8.15am.

Breakfast Club & After School Club
Thank you to all the parents & carers who have supported the
use of the breakfast and after school clubs over the last half
term; both are going very well, with attendance increasing
gradually each week. You can make bookings through the
Wisepay facilities. If you need any further help in doing this,
please contact either Ms Rayner or Ms Heywood, who will be
more than happy to help you.
Breakfast is available each day from 7.45am and costs just £2
per day. The children enjoy a range of cereals, toast and different topping, juice or milk and fruit. Any child attending
must be brought to the main reception area by 8.20am at the
latest.
After School Club runs from 3.45pm – 6.00pm and costs
just £5 per hour. The children enjoy a range of snacks each
evening and a variety of games and activities
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Key Dates for 2014-15
Autumn Term
Monday 10th November
Wednesday 12th November
Saturday 15th November
Wednesday 19th November
Thursday 20th November
Tuesday 25th November
Tuesday 2nd December
Wednesday 3rd December
Tuesday 9th December
Wednesday 10th December
Friday 12th December
Saturday 13th December
Thursday 18th December
School Concert (evening)
Friday 19th December

Shakespeare Schools Festival
Year 8 English Trip to British Library
Information Evening for parents of prospective Reception children
Saturday Stretch: Engineering
Phonics Parent Workshop (Primary)
IL Parent Workshop (Secondary)
Shaking Up Shakespeare performance for Year 9s
Year 9 Options Evening
Information Event for parents of prospective Reception children
Community Party for OAPs
Progress Evening for parents of Reception students
Christmas Lunch
Saturday Stretch: Psychology
Primary Christmas Play/Concert (during day)
Secondary Awards Assemblies & End of Term. Secondary students
finish at 1.20pm.

Spring Term
Monday 5th January
Tuesday 6th January
Wednesday 7th January
Wednesday 14th January
Thursday 22nd January
Tuesday 27th January
Thursday 29th January
Monday 2nd February
Wednesday 4th February
Wednesday 11th February
Friday 13th February

Staff Training Day (school closed to all students)
Staff Training Day (school closed to all students)
Information Evening for parents of prospective Reception children
BRIDGES mentoring for secondary students – pm
BRIDGES Parent Workshop (Secondary)
Holocaust Memorial Day
ARK Table Tennis Championships
ARK Spelling Bee
Year 9 Progress Meetings (during the day)
Secondary Music Recital
ARK Training Day (school closed to all students)

INA Newsletter
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Half Term: Monday 16 – Friday 20 February 2015
Thursday 26th February
Thursday 5th March
Friday 6th February
Thursday 12th February
Friday 13th February
Thursday 19th March
Tuesday 24th February
Wednesday 25th March
Thursday 26th March
Tuesday 31st March
Thursday 2nd April

Year 8 Progress Meetings (during the day)
Secondary Big Band competition
World Book Day
Year 9 Science Live Trip
Year 9 Trip to Othello at the Globe
ARK Mega Maths Wrangle
BBC School Report
Understanding Reports Parent Workshop (Secondary)
Performing Arts Spring Spectacular
ARK Debating Championships
Year 7 Progress Meetings (during the day)
Progress Evening for parents of Reception students
Secondary Awards Assemblies & End of Term.
Secondary students finish at 1.20pm.

Summer Term
Monday 20th April - Tuesday 21st July
Half Term: Monday 25 – Friday 29 May 2015
Staff Training Days: Friday 26th June, & Friday 3rd July
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